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TWO officers who risked
their lives trying to save
victims of a horrific head on
collision have been praised
for their heroism.

Six people died when two
cars collided on the A614
near Bilsthorpe last month.
It was one of the worst
crashes in Nottinghamshire
for many years.

By chance the two Roads
Policing officers were
driving along the road
seconds after the collision
and attempted to help those
trapped.

They managed to pull a
woman out of one car but
were beaten back by the
intensity of a fire. Sadly, the
woman had already died.

The officers were also
joined by a member of the
public who stopped and
tried to help. He has been
visited at his home by
detectives investigating the
crash and thanked for his
assistance.

The Chief Constable
praised the heroism of the
two officers. She said:
“They put their own lives at
risk in an effort to save
others. I am immensely
proud of them both and all
the other officers and staff
who had to deal with such a
terrible tragedy.”

Ms Hodson will also be
writing to thank the man
who tried to help the two
officers.

POLICE Authority chairman John
Clarke, pictured left, believes the force
has been given the resources it needs to
protect performance over the next twelve
months.

The annual budget for policing Notts
was approved after the authority agreed a
rise in the precept - the part of the
Council Tax that goes towards policing.

In setting the budget at £196m, an

increase of £9.1m, Mr Clarke said the
authority was determined to provide the
Chief Constable with the right resources. 

Mr Clarke said: “We have been
responsible in setting the budget. We
appreciate the financial problems that
people are facing and have tried to keep
any increase to reasonable amounts. 

“However, it would be reckless to
ignore the resource issues that we face

and the progress that has been made
thanks to previous investment, which
would have been put at risk if the precept
had not been increased.

“We are also aware that the economic
climate may bring a rise in some types of
crime and we need the force to be in a
position to combat this. 

“We want to keep frontline officers on
the street, preventing crime and giving

confidence, and we are investing in
police staff to perform functions that can
be equally well, if not better, performed
by a non uniformed person.” 

After the force director of finance Ann
Williams had presented her budget
report, the authority also agreed to the
building of new police stations at Arnold,
Clifton, Beeston, Broxtowe, Eastwood,
Retford and Ollerton.

THE Prince of Wales has
described officers working on
Operation Kingdom as
‘amazing’ after learning how
Nottingham’s Bestwood estate
has been transformed.

He met the Chief Constable and a
number of Kingdom officers during a
visit to the city and heard about the
huge changes the area has undergone
over the last three years.

In that time Operation Kingdom has
had a dramatic impact with crime
tumbling and trust and confidence in
the police soaring.

The Prince was given an insight into
the problems once faced in Bestwood with people
living in fear because of organised crime gangs.

But after they were smashed Kingdom was
introduced to provide a ‘Rolls Royce’ multi-
agency service to the community by police and
partner agencies.

And the results speak for themselves. Crime is
down 12 per cent, detection rates have risen more
than 50 per cent, the flow of intelligence has
increased significantly and the number of empty
properties has fallen dramatically.

Temporary Chief Inspector Will Chell told the
Prince there was a now a positive attitude to
policing and said he believed confidence had
returned to the community.

“There is a ‘we can do’ attitude to the
relationships within the partner agencies all
working together and that has been key. Local
residents have told us the area is now the best it
has ever been and Kingdom is rebuilding the
estate,” he said.

The Prince then spoke with some of the officers

working in Bestwood before telling them: “You
are doing an amazing job. Thank you.”

PC Lloyd Major said: “He was genuinely
interested in what we were doing. I told him
working on Operation Kingdom was a unique
challenge. There will be nothing like this for the
remainder of our careers. It’s why most of us
joined up.”

� Operation Kingdom wins royal seal of
approval – picture special page 5
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� THE Prince with Chief Constable Julia Hodson at the William Olds Youth Centre in Bestwood,
where he met officers from Operation Kingdom                   Picture by David Hunter



THE first student officers to complete
a new policing studies degree have been
confirmed as fully-fledged constables.

The force is one of the first in the
country to adopt a foundation degree
course for its trainee officers.

As part of the probationary period,
student PCs have to complete a two-
year course of practical and classroom
work. 

In a ceremony at County Hall the
Chief Constable presented 37 officers
with a certificate, confirming their
rank of constable. 

The officers will also receive a
Foundation Degree in Policing Studies,
accredited by De Montfort University,
at a graduation ceremony held by the

university. St Ann’s-based, PC
Kathryn Long, pictured, who was
named Student Officer of the Year,
said: “I have enjoyed every minute of
it. Every day has been different and the
academic side has been very
challenging.”

As part of the programme, students
spent the first 24 weeks at Castle
College, Nottingham and the force’s
Hucknall Training Centre, covering
such topics as Law and Community
Engagement. 

Retford-based PC Stephen
Pridmore, also pictured, said:
“Alongside the academic course we’ve
also been learning on the job, which
has been very rewarding.”
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SIXTEEN Ukrainian children with
radiation-induced illnesses – a
continuing legacy of the Chernobyl
nuclear disaster – were treated to a
party at force HQ last month.

It was organised by City Division
support services manager Jane Jones
who is secretary of the Mansfield
Ashfield Chernobyl Childrens Life
Line (CCLL) Charity.

For the past seven years, it has
organised a four-week summer break
for up to 25 children from Belarus.
Last month, for the first time, they
arranged an additional trip for
children from neighbouring North
Ukraine. 

“All the visiting children suffer
some form of illness as a result of

eating crops grown in soil which
remains heavily contaminated
following the Chernobyl nuclear
reactor explosion in the Ukraine in
1986,” said Jane.

During their stay with local
families, each child goes for eye tests
and dental check-ups, leading to
treatment where required. They also
have swimming lessons and are taken
on group outings – current
destinations include the London Eye,
Skegness and York.

The Rev John Leatherland,
chairman of the Mansfield Ashfield
charity, said: “It is said that 90 per
cent of the children in Belarus suffer
some form of complaint as a result of
the fall out from Chernobyl. The

medical profession tell us that
bringing these children to the UK for
four weeks can give them an extra
two years of life by resetting their
immune systems.”

Two charity shops in Sutton-in-
Ashfield and Clowne near
Chesterfield help finance the visits.
Funding from the shops and other
activities also allows £15 per month
to be sent to around 25 families in
Belarus.

Jane added: “We are always
looking for new volunteer families in
the Mansfield and Sutton area, so if
you are interested and would like to
host a child, please get in touch with
John Leatherland on 01623 824603
or contact me Central on 8015005.”

Party treat for Chernobyl children

Policing degree - first officers graduate

THE force is helping to
develop policing in Holland.

Three Dutch officers spent
several days on a fact-finding visit
in Nottinghamshire, learning about
the sexual exploitation and child
abuse units, tactical surveillance
and Crimestoppers.

Since the introduction of the Agis
project in 2006, which saw officers
from England, Poland and Holland
working together to tackle drug-
related acquisitive crime and
treatment, Detective Sergeant Andy
O’Hagan has been building links
with the Dutch police.

Revolutionise

Andy said: “Like us, police in
Holland are always looking to
improve and develop their systems
to operate more efficiently.  

“In Holland, the Crimestoppers
initiative is very different from
ours, and is much more fragmented.
The officers met Sarah Smithurst,
who runs our Crimestoppers
scheme, and will be taking the
information from her back to
Holland to revolutionise their
process. 

“A change in legislation may also

be needed to improve their work in
other areas. By working with forces
outside their borders, the Dutch
police are developing their police
constables and detective constables
and improving their knowledge
with our help. 

They are also looking at sending
officers from their academy to
Nottinghamshire to enable them to
gain experience towards their
ongoing training needs.”

Drug trafficking

As a result of liaison between the
forces, stolen property recovered in
Holland has been traced back to the
UK, statements have been taken and
people have been prosecuted.
English intelligence has also led to
vehicles linked to drug trafficking
being identified.

Over the last three years Andy has
also been asked to assist with public
order policing at the annual Assen
TT motorcycle race, which sees the
city in northern Holland swell to
three times its normal population,
with many British motorcycle
enthusiasts attending.

Let’s deliver on the promises we have made
‘

BY the time you read this the
Police Authority will have
approved a budget which

allows us to respond to the
challenges we face in the year
ahead.

I am delighted the authority
has shown its continued
commitment to policing
Nottinghamshire in this way and
it is now up to us to deliver on
the promises that we have made
to the public.

The new Policing Pledge fits
perfectly with our vision of

Policing for You and adds more
detail about how we can serve
our customers in a way that is
appropriate for them.

I want to take this opportunity
to thank people for their efforts
and for achieving the reductions
in volume crime which are still
decreasing.

I was recently interviewed by
a student from the University of
Nottingham who wanted to
choose as his thesis, the truth
about safety in Nottingham. He
said he felt safer here than in

Cambridge!  If, like me, you
live, work and spend your
leisure time in the
county, then I believe
that is really
important. We are
part of the
community we serve,
when we are on duty
and when we are off
it. 

In the year ahead we must
work hard to build strong
relationships with the
communities we police. Times

are getting tougher for everyone
and we must be sure footed and

provide certainty in an
uncertain world. People
need to trust in us and rely
on us. I am certain we can
do this.

I know because I meet
inspirational people in
Nottinghamshire Police
every day and this gives

me confidence that with our
partners, we will meet people’s
expectations.

In this edition you will read

about the Prince of Wales’ visit
to Bestwood and Operation
Kingdom. The Prince wanted to
know how we had helped
transform the area and he was
full of praise for our officers.

Local councillors and partners
are also effusive about all that
has been achieved there. Our
officers said the true test of their
success was that the community
now trusts the police enough to
pass on the intelligence that
enables them to target criminal
and antisocial behaviour rapidly

and nip it in the bud.
Finally, I want to pay tribute

to PC Colin Hough, who sadly
died after losing a long and
courageous fight against cancer.
Our sincere condolences go to
his family. Colin and colleagues
like him are an inspiration to us
all and the way his team and
friends supported him and his
family, demonstrates the way
we care and support each other
selflessly in times of need.

It makes me very proud to
serve here.

Force will
gain from
Dutch link

By Donna Jordan

‘



RACHAEL Bown’s passion for
policing and her desire to help
others remains undiminished.

It is now three years since she was almost
killed after being shot in the stomach on patrol
in Nottingham.

And, though the road to recovery has been a
long and sometimes painful one, the 27-year-
old has come out of it, she says, a “better,
stronger person.”

Now she wants to help other officers and
staff injured in the line of duty and is planning
to create a support network.

Her idea has the backing of the Chief
Constable and the Federation and is something
she hopes will unite injured officers across the
country.

“I want to use what happened to me to help
others,” said Rachael, who is currently
working in FIB at Holmes House.

Shot and injured

“It is still in the early stages but my aim is to
get officers from all over the country, who
have gone through similar ordeals, in contact
with each other. This is going to take time but
I hope it will become a success.”

She has become friends with Teresa
Milburn, the West Yorkshire officer shot and
injured at the same time her colleague Sharon
Beshenivsky was killed.

“When I talk to Teresa I know she understands
completely how I feel because she’s gone
through it herself. That’s one of the reasons why
I want to set up a support group.”

Rachael believes the ‘amazing support’ she
has had from colleagues and friends within the
force has played a huge part in helping her
rebuild her life and career.

She said: “I am a completely different person

to the one I was before. I have had a hard time
coming to terms with being shot and then
actually living to tell the tale. It certainly aged
me and has given me a different outlook on life.

Stronger person

“But I realised early on that what happened
could take me down two routes. 

“With the support from fantastic colleagues
and management, friends, family and
Occupational Health, I am on a positive road and

a much better, stronger person for it.
“I still have my moments and will never forget

what happened but with time I am hoping to
fully move on and take the positives from it.

“The future is a good one and with 25 years
left in the job I hope to use my experience to
help others in as many ways that I can, both the
public and my colleagues.”

Anyone wanting to get involved with
Rachael’s plans for a support network can
contact her via email.
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BLACK box-type data recorders are to
be installed in 50 marked vehicles in an
effort to reduce the number of accidents
involving police cars.

It follows a successful trial in a
response car at Radford Road.

Project manager Sergeant Paul
Hancock said the specially developed
equipment was expected to reduce the
number of collisions and save both time
and money in repairs, investigations and
fleet management. Vehicles fitted with
the recorders will be easily identifiable
from the ‘shark fin’ antenna on their
roofs, pictured below.

“Plans to develop a data recording system began
following national ACPO recommendations, an
ongoing review of our own driver policies and a
number of fatalities in the county involving police
vehicles,” said Paul. 

“None of the investigations
attributed any blame to the officers
concerned but it was clear that data
recorders would provide
significantly positive support to
these type of major investigations as
well as other benefits to the
organisation and its drivers.”

He described reaction to the
scheme within force as “very
positive.” 

Paul told of a recent incident
involving a Nottinghamshire officer
who reported damage to her car
while she was making enquiries. “In

a short space of time, analysis of the data was able
to back up her account,” he said.

“Other forces have found that using the recorders
brought the number of accidents and
collisions down by 20-25 per cent. This increases

vehicle availability, reduces officer injuries
and sickness days and helps to
minimise repair costs.”

Rather than use an off the shelf data
recorder system the force has developed a
custom made model to meet its needs. The
recorder combines two systems – one a
highly sensitive sensor able to pinpoint the
factors involved in an accident and the other
a journey logger. The system has since
caught the interest of other police forces.

Operational vehicles and those with
pursuit capability are the first to be fitted with
them, with the first phase of 50 recorders
earmarked for use in C Division and

elsewhere by advanced drivers.
Director of finance Ann Williams, pictured above

left, said: “We are confident there will be a reduction
in both our vehicle repair costs and time taken to
settle accident claims. But more importantly, fewer
officers will be injured in road traffic accidents as a
result of installing the data recorders.”

She said funding has been set aside in 2009-10 for
the installation of a further 100 units in vehicles
across divisions.”

Notts Federation spokesman Phil Read said: “We
are in full support of the fitting force wide of vehicle
data recorders. Where these are fitted in other forces
it is found accidents are dealt with by professional
standards departments far quicker.

“This allows those officers involved to have an
early resolution to possible criminal and disciplinary
matters. In addition, driver standards have been
shown to improve where such equipment has been
fitted.”

Shot PC’s wish to
help other victims

Make drug
offenders
kick habit

Date is set for
Lawrence retrial ‘Black box’ recorders to reduce police crashes
A RETRIAL will be held for a
man accused of killing
Nottingham teenager Brendon
Lawrence.

Jurors failed to reach a verdict
on a charge of murder against
Rene Sarpong following a four
week trial at Nottingham Crown
Court.

The 28-year-old from St
Ann’s is accused of shooting
dead Brendon, 16, in February
2002. 

Another man, Jason Williams,
35, was acquitted at the end of
the same trial. 

A third man, Gary Brown, 44,
who is accused of assisting an
offender,  will also face a retrial
which is set to begin on 6 July.

A GMB Union branch is now
up and running for police staff.

Control room manager Pete
Steele is branch president. 

Secretary is detention officer
Alan Woodward, with auditors
Kerry Humphries, a PCSO, and
Janet Parkin, deputy
fingerprints manager.

Pete said: “We will be
announcing our first meeting
soon.”

New union branch

OFFICERS should take
advantage of conditional
cautions which coerce drug
using offenders into treatment.

That’s according to Sergeant
Kevin Drummond who
believes more of the cautions
could be issued.

He said: “Conditional
cautions with Drugs
Intervention Programme
conditions have been created
to direct drug using offenders
into treatment. The idea is to
‘nip in the bud’ someone’s
drug habit, and reduce the
potential for their criminal
behaviour to escalate.”

So far there have been only
five DIP conditional cautions
issued across Nottinghamshire
but all have been successfully
completed by the offenders.

All custody suites have DIP
packs available giving advice
to officers.

Kevin said the Crown
Prosecution Service is fully
aware of them and there is an
agreement in place that
officers can go direct to the
CPS without the need to bail
offenders.

“An example of where it
could be used is where a
clubgoer is arrested for
possession of cocaine. That
person may be considered for
a simple caution, but that does
not address their potential
drug problem, which, if left
unchecked, could lead to more
serious drug-related
criminality in the future.”

To find out more contact Sgt
John Peat on 07907068208 or
Sgt Kevin Drummond on
07754472142.

• Inside of a car fitted with data recorder




