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Pioneering
work cuts

re-offending

WORK to reduce re-
offending is being
expanded within the
force’s Integrated
Offender Management
(IOM) scheme.

Since its inception last
November, the
pioneering scheme has
grown and helped crime
in the county fall
impressively.

“The force’s target for
reducing repeat offences
by prolific offenders in
2008-2009 is 1,155
said Chief Inspector
Barry Harper of the

Crime Directorate
(Drugs).
“But in the first

quarter of the year we
have already cut that
figure by 600 offences.”

Ch Insp Harper said
the scheme — the first of
its kind in the UK - had
incorporated ‘tried and
tested’ techniques used

by the  Sherwood
Project. It uses multi-
skilled, multi-agency
partners to manage
offenders involved in
serious acquisitive
crime.

It was set up partly in
response to

Nottingham’s selection
as an early intervention
city. Its partner agencies
are working together to
break the cycle of
intergenerational under
achievement and
deprivation, focusing
particularly on children,
young people and
families.

Chief Constable Julia
Hodson is the
Association of Chief
Police Officers’ lead on
the scheme, which is
ahead of the field in
developing a model of
good  practice in
integrated offender
management.

Ch Insp  Harper
added: “A number of
forces around the
country are preparing to
follow our lead, and we
are in the process of
sharing our experiences
with them.”
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‘addicted to the

Glyn Brookes left a trail of
victims in his wake and was
thrill’

Team ends spree of
thousand home raider

THE detective who led a team hunting Notts’ most
prolific burglar believes he is responsible for more
than a thousand break-ins across the county.

Martin Putnar spent months
trying to catch the man who stole
valuables worth more than £1m
in a burglary spree lasting four

By Paul Coffey

“Brookes is addicted to the
thrill of burglary. He liked the
challenge of a house that had an
alarm and looked secure. He

of \would see it as a puzzle to be

- page 3.

FORENSIC science student Vikki Hellewell has been helping drive up
detections by conducting forensic tests at the force’s car clinics. Full story
Picture courtesy of Nottingham Evening Post

breaking into a house according
to the temporary Detective
Inspector. But the 33-year-old
was finally caught after his DNA
was found on a torch he left at
the scene of one of his
burglaries.

Confessing

On Monday 8 September
Brookes is due to be sentenced
after confessing to almost 400
burglaries across the county. He
pleaded guilty to ten separate
charges but admitted more than
360 TICs.

But T/DI Putnar believes the
true extent of his offending is
even bigger.

solved.”
Pattern

It was experienced Crime
Scene Investigator lan Beasley
who first spotted a pattern of
break-ins that appeared to be
committed by the same person.

And it was his analysis that
convinced D Division to set up a
dedicated operation, codenamed
Earwig, to catch him.

But it took twelve months and
a tremendous amount of work
before he was finally
apprehended.

T/DI Putnar and lan Beasley
will be at Nottingham Crown
Court for Brookes’ sentencing.

He said: “I am confident he
has committed in excess of more
than one thousand burglaries.

On the trail of the county’s
most prolific burglar — page 4

Force armed with tracking device

DOZENS of tracking devices are helping
create an invisible net across
Nottinghamshire to trap car thieves and
recover stolen vehicles.

The force has fitted 30 of its marked
cars with the gadgets and installed
another 20 at locations across the county.

It is another weapon in the fight against
car crime and sees Nottinghamshire
become the first county in the UK to be
almost completely covered by the system.

The force has teamed up with the

company behind TRACKER, a simple to
use, automatic vehicle location system
designed to track and help recover stolen
vehicles. If a car fitted with a TRACKER
is stolen, the device is activated and emits
a silent radio signal.

That signal is picked up by receivers
and shows up on a computer giving the
vehicle’s location.

Sgt Steve Warren from Operational
Support said: “Like ANPR, it is another
very useful tool for us to have. All of our

fleet of ARVs have the receivers fitted
along with ANPR cars, the motorway
crews, the force helicopter and divisional
ANPR cars.

“The 20 additional base stations mean
we have 95 per cent coverage across
Nottinghamshire, including the A1.”

Sgt Warren said that was important, as
the road is a major arterial route used by
thieves to transport stolen cars and plant
machinery.

TRACKER is ACPO approved and

works with all police forces across the
UK but the partnership with Notts is a
first in terms of coverage.

Officers have been given training in
tracking a moving car using the onboard
computer, which gives the vehicle’s
location.

Sgt Warren said: “It is a very simple
piece of kit. We have already had some
good results from using TRACKER and
we expect that to continue now we have
such comprehensive coverage.”
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